JUNE 12, 2022

20800 Grand River Avenue Detroit, Michigan 48219

PARISH MISSION
We are Christ the King Parish, a richly diverse Christian Community in Northwest Detroit. We are on a journey of
Discipleship with Jesus, seeking conversion, reconciliation and renewal. We reach out in welcome to all the people within our
neighborhood, proclaiming the good News of Christ the King, building community, celebrating together, serving one another’s
needs and the needs of all our neighbors.

God the Creator, God the Word,
God the Spirit of Life
After bringing the Easter season to a
climax, we take another good look at
the unique Christian approach to our
Saving God: The coming of the Pentecostal Spirit last Sunday, the Holy
Trinity today, and Communion in the
Body of Christ next Sunday.
The Book of Proverbs has an interesting take on the creation story –
from the point view of Holy Wisdom.
Although the Book of Proverbs is attributed to Solomon, Holy Wisdom is
a feminine presence, poured forth
before the world began, delightfully
playing in God’s presence all the
while, and finding special delight in
the human family.
The selection from the Epistle to the
Romans gives us a sobering glimpse
into created reality – Paul speaks of
afflictions, which can produce endurance, and endurance may lead to
proven character that can give us
hope. But this is an optimistic worldview. Afflictions can cause jealousy
and anger, which, if it hardens into
one’s personality, will result in a deformed character seeking revenge.
Revenge is the opposite of hope, and
leads to violence. Paul is convinced
that endurance and hope will be
poured out into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit. But we know that
this does not always happen.
I grew up in the country. We all
hunted – pheasants, rabbits, raccoons – which was a sport, but it had
the added purpose of adding protein
to our diet. When we turned 12,

every boy and some girls got our
first gun. Usually it was a 410
pump-action shotgun, which did not
have such a hard kick-back that it
would knock you on your butt. We
all joined the NRA at that point,
which was a gun safety organization. My father taught gun safety in
the 4-H program.
Taking care of your gun, carrying
your gun, cleaning your gun, all
involved religious rituals, more exacting than serving Mass. You
knew a gun was dangerous and accidents could happen. Once in a
while you did hear about an accident. Usually when you asked
about how it happened, it turned
out to be a city-slicker who thought
it would be fun to go hunting, without knowing how to be careful.
Guns for hunting, of course, are not
automatic rifles, submachine guns
or assault rifles. These guns are of
no use for sport or even for selfdefense. The current craziness over
the “right” to possess any kind of
gun is idolatry. As Jesus said, “You
cannot worship two masters: God
and Guns!” [OK, he said you cannot
worship God and mammon, which
is a unique word that implies
grasping for wealth, or for your own
pleasure rather than the good of
others.]
The current cult of guns is clearly
mammon worship. It may have its
origin in affliction, and it may involve jealousy and anger, and judging by the perpetrators, it involves
a deformed character seeking re-

venge and notoriety, which is why
it leads to violence.
The psalm response in today’s Mass
states: “You have made humans a
little less than the angels.” Actually, we can degenerate into a lot
less than angels. The solution is in
John’s Gospel at the Last Supper. “I
have much more to tell you.” “The
Spirit of Truth will guide you to all
truth.”
The Spirit will glorify
Christ. Everything the Creator has
belongs to Christ, and the Spirit is
taking what is of Christ and endowing us with Christ’s truth and love.
This is a much more profound entitlement than the Second Amendment. God is not finished with us
yet. Holy Wisdom is still delightfully playing in God’s presence all
the while, and finding special delight in the human family. Despite
this affliction of gun worship that is
contaminating us, we are called to
be people of good character, and
people of hope. And hope in Christ
will not disappoint.
Fr. Clore
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PRAYER & WORSHIP
MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday June 12, 2022
10:45am Jodi Meshke
By
Dave & andi Kovach
Monday ~ No Mass
Tuesday 9am at SS/OLGH
Wednesday CHRIST THE KING
8:30am Delvin Johnston
By
Christ the King Staff
Thursday 9am at SS/OLGH
Friday CHRIST THE KING
8:30am Cheryl Montgomery
By
andi kovach
Saturday ~ No Mass
Sunday June 19, 2022
10:45am Shirley Franco
By Dave & andi kovach
THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sun 6/12 10:45am Mass
Tues 6/14 9am Mass SS/OLGH
Wed 6/15 8:30am Mass
Thu 6/16 9am Mass SS/OLG
Fri 6/17 8:30am Mass CK
Sat 6/18

Shredding Day

Sun 6/19 10:45am Mass

FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY
6/12 Trinity Sunday
Prv 8:22-31, Rom 5:1-5, Jn 16:12-15
Mon 6/13 1 Kgs 21:1-16, Mt 5:38-42
Tue 6/14 1 Kgs 21:17-29, Mt 5:43-48
Wed 6/15 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14, Mt 6:1-6,
16-18
Thu 6/16 Sir 48:1-14, Mt 6:7-15
Fri 6/17 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-20, Mt 6:19-23
Sat 6/18 2 Chr 24:17-25, Mt 6:24-34
Sun 6/19 Feast of Corpus Christi
Gn 14:18-20, 1 Cor 11:23-26, Lk
9:11b-17

OUR LITURGICAL MINISTERS
For NEXT Sunday June 19
Lectors: Rick Seefelt & Lindsay McGee
Serving at the Table of the Lord:
Michelle Lewis
Ministers of Service:
Mary Beth Seefelt
Communion Minister:
Jean Krystyniak

Every member of the international community must play a
part in addressing the many problems affecting the world.
Despite the challenges and setbacks, we must never lose hope in our efforts to
build a world in which a sense of fraternity and mutual understanding prevail,
and disagreements are resolved through peaceful means.
As the world was emerging from the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic and was
showing “a growing respect for the role of international law and the creation of
multinational political and economic organizations focused on uniting the global community,
most people believed that war in Europe was a distant memory.
But modern forms of communication have shaken our consciences by presenting in real time
vivid and, at times, gruesome images of suffering and death. These same images have also
inspired a sense of solidarity and fraternity leading many countries and individuals to provide
humanitarian assistance.
While Russia’s war on Ukraine is constantly on people’s minds there are numerous other conflicts going on in the world that are receiving little or no attention, especially from the media.
We are one human family and the degree of indignation expressed, humanitarian support offered and sense of fraternity felt for those who are suffering must not be based on geography or
self-interest.
The international community must show concern not just for situations of war and violent conflict but also to other situations of injustice plaguing the human family: climate change, poverty,
hunger, lack of clean drinking water and availability of respectable work and proper education.
The Vatican will continue to work through numerous channels to bring about peaceful solutions
to situations of conflict and to alleviate the suffering caused by other social problems.
It does so with the conviction that problems affecting the entire human family require a united
response from the international community with each member playing a part.
War is always a defeat for humanity and runs contrary to the important service that you provide
in trying to build a culture of encounter through dialogue and encouraging mutual understanding
among peoples while also upholding the noble principles of international law.
THE WISDOM OF POPE FRANCIS

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Richness of the Mystery of God
G.K. Chesterton once said that one of the reasons he believed in Christianity was because of its belief in the trinity. If Christianity had been
made up by human person, it would not have at its very center a concept that is impossible to grasp or explain: the idea that God exists as
one but within in three persons.
How do we understand the trinity? We don’t! God, by definition, is ineffable, beyond conceptualization, beyond imagination, beyond language.
The Christian belief that God is a trinity helps underscore how rich the
mystery of God is and how our experience of God is always richer than our concepts and language about God.
This is already evident in the history of religion. From the very beginning, humans have always
had an experience of God and have worshipped God. However, from the very beginning too,
humans have also had the sense that God is too rich and too-beyond any one set of categories
to be captured in any human conception. Hence most ancient peoples were polytheistic. They
believed in many gods and goddess. They experienced divine energy and the need to celebrate
divine energy in many different areas of their lives and had gods and goddesses to accommodate that. Thus they had gods and goddesses for every longing and every circumstance, from
war, through growing crops, through sex, through understanding why your father wouldn’t bless
you, there was a god or goddess to whom you could turn.
Sometimes they believed in one supreme god who ultimately ruled over lesser gods and goddesses, but they sensed that divine energy was too rich a reality to be contained in a single
being. They believed too that sometimes the gods were at war with each other. As well, their
gods and goddesses often times messed around within human lives, making special deals with
humans, having affairs with them, and sometimes even having children with them.
Many of the most powerful myths ever told arose out of the experience of God’s overwhelming
richness and the ancient peoples’ incapacity to conceptualize God and God’s activity in any
singular way. Whatever else might be said about polytheism and ancient myths about the gods
and goddesses, ancient religious practices and the incredible canon of mythology that these
produced speak of how rich, untamed, and beyond simplistic imagination and language is the
human experience of God. The ancients believed that their experience pointed to the existence
of many deities.
And then a massive shift took place: Judaism, soon followed by Christianity and Islam, introduced the strong, clear, doctrinaire idea that there is only one God. Now all divine power and
energy was seen as coming from a single source, monotheism, YHWH, the Father of Jesus,
Allah. There were no other gods or goddesses.
But from the time of Jesus’ resurrection onwards, Christians began to struggle with simple
monotheism. They believed that there is still only one God, but their experience of God demanded that they believe that this God was somehow “three”. Stated simply, when Jesus rose
from the dead Christians immediately began to attribute divinity to him, yet without identifying
him as God the Father. Jesus was understood to be God, but somehow different from God the
Father. Moreover, inside of their experience, they sensed still a third divine energy which they
couldn’t fully identify with either Jesus or God the Father, the Holy Spirit.
This experience left them in a curious and sometimes perplexed state: They were monotheists,
God alone was God. Yet, Jesus too was God, as was the Holy Spirit. Their experience of grace
and God’s action in the world was at odds with their simplistic conception of monotheism.
God was one and yet God was somehow three. How to fit this together? It took Christianity
three hundred years to finally arrive at a formula that somehow honored the richness of the
Christian experience of God. The Council of Nicea in 325 gave us the creedal formula we profess today: There is one God in three persons; except they wrote that formula in Greek and the
words there state literally that God is one substance in three subsistent relations.
That formula isn’t meant to give us perfect clarity. No formula can ever capture the reality of
God because God is too rich to ever be captured, even half adequately, in imagination, thought,
and word. The God that atheism rejects is precisely a conceptualized God, a God captured in a
picture. In the end, atheism is less faithful to human experience than was polytheism which
more rightly sensed deity, gods and goddesses, hidden under every rock.
To what does this call us?
To humility. All of us, believers and atheists, need to be more humble in our language about
God. The idea of God needs to stretch, not shrink, the human imagination. Our actual experience of God, just as for ancient polytheism, is forever eating away at all simplistic conceptions
of God. Thank God, for the complexity of the doctrine of the Trinity! Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI

Christmas in July
Will be here soon!
This year we are thinking
PAPER PRODUCTS
4 Packs or 6 packs of Toilet Paper
(easy to distribute to
families)
Paper Towels
Tissues
Feminine Hygiene Products
Diapers
Wipes
AND
ANY NON-PERISHABLE
FOOD ITEMS
there is always a need for these
kinds of products, and many families have a difficult time finding the
money to purchase them.
Food is ALWAYS needed!
We will start collecting in
Church in July. In the meantime,
you can be thinking about how you
can pitch in!
Garage Sale Happenings
Donations have been pouring in
and we are about ready to start our
annual Christ the King Garage
Sale. True to tradition, the “first
choie” day will be Friday, June 17th
at 5 o’clock, where parishioners and
school families can get first crack at
the items and for this privilege pay
20% above the marked price making this a true fundraiser for the
church and school.
Saturday, June 18th will be
“opening day” to the public. Hours
will be Monday through Saturday,
11am to 5pm. The sale runs for six
weeks through the end of July.
Spread the word and help make
this year’s sale a success. And don’t
forget to sign up to help on Sale
Days.
Your Garage Sale Team: Ben,
Paulette, Denice, Rose, Arleen
Mark and Tom

